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character, but I was deceived. I was blind, Mr.
Lemarchant, she is a bad girl. We have talked
together, the Mother Superior and I, you can
imagine how grieved we are to do ^this, but we
have spoken to Belle and she has not listened to us;
I have come to tell you, Mr. Lemarchant, that we
think it is better that she should leave school now,
and not wait for the holidays/*
"But the holidays are only two months away,
Think of the shame of it, Father,"
"We have to think of the other pupils, Mr,
Lemar chant."
"But what has she done? You haven't told
me what she has done."
Father Ghezzi hesitated, "It is difficult to put
into words, but it has become quite impossible
for us to keep her/*
"But what has she done? What has she said?"
There was a pause. "She has actually done
nothing/" said the priest slowly* "She has, actu-
ally, said nothing* She has behaved exactly as she
has always behaved, but with a difference! It is
her attitude, an attitude of mockery, if I have to
say it, of diabolical mockery* A terrible change has
come over her. She was so quiet, so modest, and
now she seems to taunt us.
"Yesterday, in church, during the Sacrament,
Mr. Lemarchanf* (each word was a groan) "I had
put the wafer on her tongue and she attracted my
attention. At that moment, Mr. Lemarchant, you
cannot believe it, but it is true, and she looked
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